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Images: Tom Stoddart/Getty, Peter Bauza/MSF, Gideon Mendel/MSF, Sheila Shettle/MSF, Louise Annaud/MSF, Yann Libessart.

MSF ACCESS CAMPAIGIN

After being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999,"in recognition of the organisation’s pioneering
humanitarian work on several continents”’, MSF established The Campaign for Access to Essential
Medicines — designed to support the clinical development, production, procurement and distribution
of treatments for neglected diseases. Here we look back at just some of the highlights in advocating for
access to medicines over the past 20 years.

FRUSTRATION
CATALYSES INTO
ACTION

In the late 1990s, frustration
mounts over people dying from
treatable diseases. MSF begins to
document the problem, joining
with patient groups to speak out
forcefully and demand action.

ACCESS
CAMPAIGN
LAUNCHED

MSF’s Campaign for Access to
Essential Medicines is launched.
When MSF is awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize the funds go to
improve treatments and boost
research for neglected diseases.

LANDMARK
$1-A-DAY HIV
TREATMENT

MSF offered $350-per-year price
- a huge drop from Big Pharma’s
$10,000. This boosts political will
to treat HIV/AIDS in developing
countries. Competition sparks
further price reductions.

DRUGS FOR
NEGLECTED DISEASES
INITIATIVE (DNDI)

MSF and partners launch DNDi.
Over 15 years it delivers eight
new treatments for five deadly
diseases - malaria, sleeping
sickness, Chagas disease,
leishmaniasis, and paediatric HIV.

ESSENTIAL i:ﬁw
MEDICINES

NOVARTIS TARGETS
‘PHARMACY OF THE
DEVELOPING WORLD’

MSF campaigns to protect India’s
production of affordable drugs
from Novartis’ first attack on its
patent law and collects nearly
half a million signatures. Novartis
loses the case.
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MSF PUSHES FOR
NEW TOOLS TO
END EBOLA

The West Africa Ebola outbreak
spurs research and development
into vaccines and treatments;
MSEF later supports clinical

trials and pushes for affordable,
accessible tools.

A FAIR SHOT CAMPAIGN
FOR AFFORDABLE
VACCINES

MSF pressures Pfizer and GSK

to reduce the price of the
pneumonia vaccine to $5 per
child with A Fair Shot campaign.
MSF wins a lower price but many
countries still cannot afford it.

BREAKTHROUGH
FOR SLEEPING
SICKNESS

A result of 10 years’ research
efforts from discovery to clinical
development, DNDi launches

a new oral drug for sleeping
sickness, fulflling a longstanding
medical need identified by MSF.
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