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More than 2,000 white tents line the green hills near the village of Bambasi, in western Ethiopia. Since July 2012, they have been home to 12,000 Sudanese
refugees who fled the conflict in their homeland. The camp has a total capacity of 20,000 people. sl doye SV oWl e dleaS) PR T.»agl i35 G guluoly puio @ Azl Ayl T;,S)A Cordl dand] L5 MJ@ Aleo delarl] cuals] Lousss

Slad 0L © Y4VY Lugd) Heall mos

Providing aid to
Sudanese refugees in
Ethiopia

Nearly 40,000 Sudanese refugees fleeing conflict in Sudan’s
Blue Nile region have sought refuge in neighboring Ethiopia.

About 15,000 of them initially lived in the camp of Ad-Damazin,
about 20 kilometers from the border. At the end of April 2012,

the Ethiopian authorities decided to close the camp, which was sy gzl (95ad Busiall el dudsial duili el 3 Wgog dis AW )l iss

considered too close to Sudan, and move the refugees to a new Abulls gl duisall Slgall pasm e
When families first arrive, they live in UNHCR tents and receive a few
items to cook and stay warm.

site located near Bambasi in the Benishangul-Gumuz region,
more than one hundred kilometers from the Sudanese border.

Following violent protests by the refugees who refused to leave
Ad-Damazin, the Ethiopian authorities suspended humanitarian
assistance—most importantly food distribution and health
care—for more than two months. When 12,000 refugees

were eventually transferred to Bambasi in July 2012, nearly a
quarter of the children under 5 years of age suffered from acute
malnutrition.

After vaccinating the children against measles, Médecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) opened a treatment centre for malnutrition in
Bambasi camp and has been distributing nutritional supplements
to the most vulnerable.

All images: Ethiopia 2012 © Yann Libessart
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Malnutrition rates are now decreasing and the number of new arrivals is Boreholes equipped with hand pumps provide a source of drinking water. oyl dodlall oled) 89 dlwsS dygay Oilsvans 2l g o
shrinking. Refugees await peace in Sudan to return home.
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